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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO THE OPERATIONS OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS WESTERN AUSTRALIA (INC) —

 MINORITY REPORT 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.50 pm]: After more than one year, and at immense cost to 
Western Australian taxpayers, one of the world’s most respected charities is still under attack from the 
Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party WA. I want to clarify information presented in the Legislative Council last 
night concerning the rationale for other inquiries to be conducted into the Royal Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Western Australia. In 2010, a New South Wales parliamentary committee inquired into the 
RSPCA’s removal of koalas from private premises and found they were motivated by valid concerns about the 
animals’ welfare and noted problems at the park dating back to 2007. A Tasmanian inquiry into the RSPCA was 
initiated due to money having been lost in the operations of a veterinary hospital and resulted in improvements to 
governance. In the United Kingdom, the RSPCA’s role in enforcing the highly political Hunting Act has caused 
some issues. They have said recently that the charity was saving government £50 million a year by taking away 
from the state the responsibility to prosecute. The chief executive officer of the UK RSPCA has said that it is 
committed to speaking out for vulnerable animals and makes no apologies for its campaigning work, which has 
benefited animals. In contrast, the inquiries initiated by the Victorian and Western Australian Shooters, Fishers 
and Farmers Party have been devised clearly to attack and undermine the RSPCA, with accusations that the 
RSPCA is “lurching to activism”. In May 2016, Paul Murray wrote in relation to the Western Australian inquiry 
that, “I have never seen a committee minority report that so categorically collapses the foundation of the 
majority report.” The majority report failed to provide any justification for a takeover of the RSPCA by 
government, or for watering down the prosecution powers of the RSPCA. I concur with the committee 
conclusion that the RSPCA represents value for money and should have its funding increased. 
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